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AMONGTHE bills now before Congress that
will probibly not be definitely acted upon,
or. if otherwise, that will be defeated, but!
which if pa?sed would have au injurious
effect upon Virginia, and for the defeat of
which Representative OTerrr-ll deserves no

small meed of praise, are two. The first is
a bill to prohibit any State from imposing
the same tax upon drummersof other States
that it imposes upon those of its own. The
drummers" tax in Virginia amounts to from

$1SO,000 to $200,000 a year, and if that tax

were removed it would have to be made up
by increasing thu rate of taxation on proper«
ty, or in some other more onerous way. The
second is the bill to allow fishermen from

auy State the same privileges in the waters
of any other State that are.'ec joyed by those
of the latter State. Should such a bill pass,
the Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New
York fishermen would soon take entire pos¬
session of all the fishing grounds of Virginia.
But, as said before, owing to Mr. O'FerralTs
exertions as a member of the commerce

committee of tbe Hous*, neither of these
bills is likely to pa33, at least during this
sessiou of Congress.

Some ok the ultra silver members of the
committee on coinage of tbe U. S. House of

Representatives, among them Mr. Bland,
are so much opposed to the Senate bill for

redeeming tbe trade dollars, recently re¬

ported by that committee, that they will do
all they can to prevent the consideration cf
the bill by the House. They do not object
to the redemption of the trade dollars, but

they do not want that redemption to affect
the existing ruontby purchase of bullion and
coinage of standard dollars. By the Senate
bill the redeemed trade doilars would be re-

coined and counted as part of tbe regular
mouthly coinage. It is hoped their etlorts
will prove unsuccessful, not because the re¬

demption cf the siiver dollars will benefit
any body except the speculators who
have bought them at a heavy discount,
but because every thing should be done that
will tend to lessen the amount of silver
coinage. _

TtiK LONGER it survive', the more does
civil service rofi.rm, as now conducted, be
come obnoxious iu the eyes of the people,
not only among democrats, but also, and in
no less degree, among republicans and in¬

dependents. All real simon pure democrats
scorn, contemn and j idicule the farce and
humbug, and the republicans and independ¬
ents hold it iu no higher estimation. Rep¬
resentative Ketchum, of New Yo:k, a

staunch ar.d consistent old republican, is

open in his expressions of contempt for tbo
whole concern,and the Petersburg Index-
Appeal, an independent newspaper, says
the civil service commission should be dis¬
solved iu order to save money and to rescue

the democratic party f-oru the necessity of
practicing hypocrisy.
THERE is a bill now before Congress to

remove the statute of limitation and
allow the owners cf thu ten ami a half
miiliou dollars worth of captured aud aban-
doued cotton, now held by the Government
under the decision of the United States Su¬

preme Court as a trust fund, to sue in the
court of claims for the recovery cf that sum.

It has been reported favorably by the Judi¬

ciary Committeoe of the Houss, but as its
beneficiaries are mostly Southern poople, it,
liko the Mexican pensions bill, hangs fire,
while claims for Josses by the Confederate
cruiser Alabama, and all other conceivable
sorts of ciaires for the benefit cf people in
the North, are rushed through, and that, too,
by the votes of Southern conuressmen.

Burns, THH equal partner of General Sib-
ley iu tbe pateut claim of the latter, was

awarded *>ne hundred thousand dollar by
the United States Supreme Court. Tbe bill
that passed tbe Senate Thursday is to allow
the heirs of Geueral Sibley to have their
claim tried by tbe court of claims, with the
right of appeal to the United State3 Su¬
preme Court. It is possible tbe bill will
pass the House. Should it do to, the heirs
wiil hardly receive less that Bums got. A
man's patent is as much bis property as his
bouse, and confiscation can not extend be¬
yond the life of the principal.

The inter state commerce biil passed
the Senate last night and will become a law.
It is not a perfect law, but it is the best that
could be obtained under existing circum¬
stances. It, at any rate, prevents railroads
from charging more freight to and from a

near, than a Jar city ; from charging a Vir¬
ginia farmer sivre for carrying his produce
to tide water than they charge a farmer in
the far west. General Mahone professes to

take the people's part against monopolists,
but, on the bill referred to, he voted against
the people, and for the railroads, all the
same.

_

It is reported that Mr. Randall's failure
to introduce his bill to reduce the revenue

this week does not indicate his abandon¬
ment of the idea of introducing it, and that
he will be het.i d from on the subjfet next
week. Unless the democrats of the House
are weaker even than their enemies accuse

them of being, Mr. Randall's proposition
should be defeated, no matter what may be
the date of its introduction. People can

".crry along with dear whisky and tobacco.
It is cheap necefsaries of life that they are

bonir-g for.

Some of the Norfolk papers fear the
widows and children of the men lost in at¬

tempting to rescue the manners recently
shipwrecked near f'dpe Henry will not bo

provided for. Under the act of Congress of

May 4,1882, the widows and children refer¬
red to will each receive $S00. No special
act is necessary for their relief, and they
are better provided fur than are those whose

protectors were lo.-t by the Huron disaster,
for whose re'ief a special bill was passed;for
tbe latter only received seamen's pensions.

If Cltjvjcrics was guilty, of which, how¬
ever, there is much doubt in tbe minds of

many people, his death was a benefaction to

his race; for there is no telling what enormi¬
ties a man capable of the crime for which he
suffered, and possessed of bis nerve, would
not have committed if allowed to live.
-++-

FltOJI WASHINGTON.
[Speeial Correspondence of tho Alexa. Gazette.]

Washington, D. C, Jan. 15,1SS7.
A promiuent Virginia republican, in talk¬

ing about the recent statements of Messrs.
Libbey and De/.endorf, to the effect that
Gen. Mahone is as strong, if not stronger,
with his party at home now than ever, told
the GazkitkV- correspondent to day that all
such statements amounted to nothing. He
said the idea that Mahcne was ever really
stroug with his party was entirely errone¬

ous, and that the success for which be claim
ed and received tho credit bad always, in
fact, been won by other people. He men¬

tioned the campaigns referred to, and
said tt)£ men who had managed them were

Rives and Brady, and that the victory last
fall was due chiefly to tbe fact that the Gen¬
eral took little or no port in it, after Gaines
had beat him in bis own home, and John
Wise in the Richmond district. He said
Mahcne insulted almost every mau in the
party with whom he had any thing to do,
and that when told of the injury bis insults
would inllict upon the party he would rush
to tho depot and apologize to the people he
bad affronted. He said also that all tho ap¬
plause given the General at the patty con¬
ventions wa3 arranged beforehand, and toid
how and by whom the arrangements were

made. He said that the sum of $2,700 was
subscribed by Northern republicans, some

of them Senators, who wanted to defeat
Mahone and repudiation, and to elect Gen.
Wickham to the U. S. Senate in 1SS0, for
the purchase of the votes of tbe uegro mem¬
bers of the legislature, and that the money
wa3 given to a South Carolina uogro named
Raney, to distribute, but that instead of
spending it ns directed,be put it in bis own
pocket and decamped with the entire sum,
and that as there were left no inducements
sufficient to overcome those of the General,
the negroes voted for and elected him. The
republican referred to says there will bo a

strong and determined effort in the Gen¬
eral's own party to "down him" at the nest
State convention.
In the House to-day Mr. Libbey present¬

ed a petition from certain citizens of lower
Virginia and North Carolina for the relief
of the widows and children of tbe surfmeo
who lost their lives while attempting to
rescue mariner.-; recently shipwrecked on

Virginia Beach. Mr. Brady presented a

petition of the Tobacco Association of Farm-
ville, Va., for tbe removal of the tobacco
tax.
Mr. Hoiman has just returned from In¬

diana. From what he says it is supposed
tha! in his opinion there is not much chance
of a democratic Senator from his State.
Well informed people from New Jersey say
the legislature of that State will aleo elect
a republican senator. In the legislatures
of both these States the democrats bad ma¬

jorities, but by mismanagement have allow¬
ed the republicans to euchre them.
At the weekly meeting of tbe Virginia

democratic association of this city last night
Jud«e Goolrick, of Fredericksburg, was in¬
vited to address the association next Friday-
night, and a resolution was adopted endors¬
ing the nomination of Public Printer Bene¬
dict.
Tbe joint er-n^re.-sional committee on the

ce'ebration of the centennial of the adop¬
tion of the Constitution of the United States,
in this city, determined to-day that there
shall be an address and a civic and milita¬
ry procession on the occasion referred to.
The Senate District committee to-day de¬

termined to call up the bill for reducing the
price ;>f ^as in this city nest week. When
that bill shall have passed they will endeav¬
or to have the price of gas in Georgetown
reduced to the same price.
There was no session of the Senate to day,

that body having adjourned over at half-
past eleveu o'clock last night, wheu the
vote on the interstate commerce bill was

passed, uutil Monday. On tbe passage
ol that bill Senator Mahone voted in the
negative, and Senator Riddleberger, who
was absent, was not paired. The bill was

reported iu the House to day with tho
announcement that it would bo called up at
an early date. There is no doubt of its pas¬
sage.

O. E. Bowen, of Mississippi, an employee
of the House, died suddenly this morning at
his home here. He was seventy years of
age, but was to have been married next
week.
Several of tha Virginia congres.-ional

delegation received dispatches yesterday
evening from a Virginia newspaper asking
their opinion of the hanging of Cluverius,
but as the man \va3 already hanged and
nothing they could do could help him they
did not respond, thinking the less said about
the matter the better.

F. L. Campbell, son of Wm. Campbell, the
old sheriff of Page county, Virginia, has
been appointed postal clerk from Baltimore
to Bristol on the Sbeuandoah Valley Rail¬
road, vice G. W. Dinges, a Mahoneite, of
Shenandoah county, removed.
Among the strangers on the floor of the

House to-day was ex-representative John
Wise, of Virginia. He was warmly greeted
by not only republicans, but by several of
his democratic friends.
The House Committee on Baukiug and Curren¬

cy, in their recent examination of the ailairs of
the Fxedmen's I5ank, found that the original num¬
ber of claimants was (il.ooo; that Ü0.ooo of tbe
claims were proved that the average amount of
tbe unproved claims was S~, and that in tho vast
majority of tliem the amount was under SI.

It is said in the room? of tbe House Judiciary
Committee that there will bo no difficulty about
settling the differences between the Tucker anti-
Mormon bill tha has passed tho House and the
Edmunds bill on tho same subject that has passed
the Senate, and that the bill will soon bee >me a
law.
The T( asm why objection wa3 made iu the

House tha other day to tho passngo of the bill for
the removal of the" political disabilities of B. P.
Loyall, of Virginia, is that the demand for its
passage was out of older, Friday eveuing baing
the regular lime fur the consideration of all such
bills.
The old McGarra*:au claim came up in the

House to-day, as it has done at every previous
session oft. ..ugroi-s since lSi;.",, but was again de¬
feated.

In the House to-day Mr. Ereckenridge. from
the commerce committee, reported favorably the
hill to abolish certain customs districts, among
them tbe Alexandria, and all other districts in
Virginia except two, those of Norfolk and York-
town. It went on the calendar to 3wait its turn,
which mav never come.
Representative B. S. Groon. democrat of New

Jersey, will resign his seat in tho House next
Sfoi day afternoon and be inaugurated as Govern¬
or of his State on the morning of the following day.
His pay as Governor wiil therefore commence
when that as representative shall stop. New Jer¬
sey peopie aro generally prudent and econominal.

CLUTEKIUS.
The interest in the Ciuveriua case hns in

no wise abated,it Btill being the main theme
of conversation hereabout?, .ind the news¬

paper accounts of the hanging published
yesterday afternoon and this morning have
been rend with interest.
The last night spent by the unfortunate

young man upon earth was uneventful, hav¬

ing been passed in the same stoica] manner

characteristic of the individual. He was

calm, cool, and collected, and did not lie
down to rest until G o'clock. Most of his

time he spent in writing. He slept well,
but wa3 roused by some conversation about
7. He then turned over on bis iron cot and
inquired the time; then fell into a doze
again, from which ho was awakened about
9 yesterday morning. The prisoner arose

and made his toilet when Mr. Crump and
Dr. Hatcher left the cell and stopped out¬

side for a moment or two in conversation.
The fufsaof both of them betrayed excite¬
ment, which they struggled to repress aid
bide. When Ciuveriua had dressed they re¬

turned to the room. Soon afterwards Mr.
Crump took his final leave. The occupauts
of the cell then were Dr. Hatcher,
Sergeant Smith, Deputy Macon, Mr.
Dunn, and the prisoner. Several pray¬
ers were offered, Dr. Hatcher lending.
After prayers were over Deputy Allen
entered with the black waterproof gown
and a couple of stout ropes. Tho prisoner's
banda were tied in front of him ar.il the

gown was wrapped around him, covering
him from the neck to below his knees. His
soft, drab colored hat was placed upon his
head slightly to one side. The march to

the gallows was then begun. Mr. Dunn
threw wide open the big, ponderous doors,
and the party emerged into the passage iu
the following order:

First, Deputy Sergeant Macou. Second,
Sergeant Smith and tbe prisoner. Third,
Dr. Hatcher and Deputy-Sergeant Allen.
At the head of the steps leading down to
the jail yard tbe procession was augumeut-
ed by Captain Pleasauts, of the First police
station, and three police officers. As the
cortege slowly and silently moved down the
two ti ghts of stairs the populace outside
caught a glimpse oftbc prisouer, and set up
a loud yell. Cluverius, entirely calm and
collected, with tbe same smile which baa
ever played around bis mouth, looked
around him with an unexcelled serenity.
True, he wa3 pale, but there was

no evidence of the .slightest emotion.
When tbe scaffold was reached the ordpr
was broken, aDd Deputy Macou led with
the prisoner, who ascended tbe sixteen stepa
with a firm tread and no wavering, imme
diately after him, Then came Dr Hatcher,
Sergeant Smith and Deputy-Sergeant Allen.
Cluverius walked to tbe trap door, and
stood in the centre of it, directly under the
bright silk rope which was soon to end his
existence. Cluverius faced tbe crowd, but
did not lift bis eye3 from the lloor. Tbe
prisoner wore a very solemn, sad lace, but
evinced no nervousness. He appeared to
be resigned to bis fate. Deputy-Sergeant
Allen, utter tying Cluverius's legs, put tbe
black .-ilk rap, which bad a long hoed or

skirt coming down over his fare and toucb-
inc th? shoulder, on bis bead, and adjusted
the silk rope about his tuck, leaving the
knot just back of his left ear. He then re¬

tired, and left only Deputy-Sergeant Maccn
on tbe scaffold, and be Btood back of Clu¬
verius, so that be could not soo tbe prison
er's face. When tbe black cap was being
put on bis head bis face turned redder than
it has ever been seen before, but stiil he did
not eveu shudder.
At 1:08 i o'clock Deputy-Sergeant Macou

gave a signal, and Deputy Sergeant John¬
son jerked the cord. When the drop was

made many people turned their heads and
looked away from the scaffold, but largely
the majority ol them gazed upon the victim
and watched every movement of his body.
Some became very nervous, but most of
them watched the dreadful spectacle with¬
out being moved in tbe least. Cluverius
-hot through tbe opening made by the
springing of tbe door like a bullet from a

rille. He whirled around about seven or

eight time3 until the rope was straight, and
then for about live seconds stood suspendod
in midair as if life was extinct. Then there
commenced a slight twitching of his feet
and legs, which became more and more vio¬
lent until they because like a severe spasm.
His limbs would first draw up and then
stretch out, and he kicked fiercely. The
most horrifying sounds of choking and
strangulation could be heard clearly all
over the yard. This was kept up for several
minutes, when it begau to die down, and
finally the body bung lifeless. Three min¬
utes after the drop Dr. W. T. Oppenbeimer
found that hia pulse was PC ; at six minutes
it had increased to K10 ; at eight minutes it
had fallen to :>0, and at ten minutes it ceased
to beat, and he wa.s proncttneed dead.

Sherilf Southward so adjusted the rope as

to make the fall seven feet, but the distance
from the scaffold to the ground was eleven
feet. The rope stretched at least three feet,
as the prisoner's feet reached within ten or

twelve inches of the ground. Tho rope
continued to stretch, and when Cluverin-
was pronounced deatl tho ton of bis right
shoe was brushing the sawdust, which was

about a quarter of an inch deep on the
ground. The knot in tho rope came very
near coming untied, nnd failed to slip en¬

tirely. Had the uocse slipped Ciuvei iu-'.-
feet would in all probability have touched
tbe ground before like was extinct.
As it took Cluverius ten minutes to die,

many persons were inclined to the opinion
that death waa caused by strangulation in¬
stead of bis neck beiDg broken. Dr. Oppen¬
heimer waa asked about it. He said, from
tbe examination that he had been able to
make while the body was suspended, be bad
no doubt that the neck was brokeu. Other
physicians were of tbe same opinion. A
gentleman who was at tho undertaker's shop
in the afternoon made a close examination
of the body, and states that the neck was

certainly broken. He moved the head, and
could both feel where the neck was broken
and bear the bones rattle. The strangula¬
tion, it is stated, was but tho natural result
of death by hanging.
As stated yesterday, the body upon being

pronounced dead was taken down and sub¬
sequently turned over to friends of the de¬
ceased lor interment in King and Queen
county. *

Notwithstanding the strenuous efforts so

faithfully made by the spiritual advisers of
Ciuverius, it would seem that no great im¬
pression w as made on him in that direction
after all.
Thursday night, after 12 o'clock, G:r,\

Lee received a message from the prisoner
at the hands of one of the poisons he has
trusted most, stating that he whs in Mozart
Hall on the night of the 13th of March, hav¬
ing escorted to that place a young lady of
Richmond, and that if Gov. Lee would give
him a pledge that he would not stive public
ity to the name of the young lady or of her
having paid such a visit, ibat she, with her
mother, would call on him in tho. morning
(Friday) and make such a statement t:> him.
The Govern, r told tbe gentleman to gu
back to Mr. Cluverius and te.'l him he won d
be only too glad to see the lady and bear
statement of that kind, but he could not

pledge absolute secrecy, because it might be
necessary to have some inquiries, &c., made
to substantiate such an extraordinary state
merit made at such an extraordinary time,
because, if true, it would of course prove an

alibi, and by it. all Ibis loug imprisonment
and trouble to the prisoner could havo been
so easily avoided ; but l>y ail means It-l tbe
lady come forward. The Governor had a

roprieve made out ready to sign, so that the
prisoner's lile could be spared even,ifneues-
sary, at the last moment, and waited all the
morning in his oflice for (hat or any other
important information that might be
brought to him on which he could have
signed the reprieve or changed the seu-
tenco of the courts, but none came.

Prior to the executiou Capt. Frank Cun¬
ningham went to pay his last visit to the
condemned man, and, at the latter's re¬

quest, sang the hymn, "How tirm a founda¬
tion, ye saints of the Lord." Whui tho last
sweet notes of the sacred air had died away.
Capt. Cunningham, looking earnestly into
Cluveritis's face, said to him: "Do you still
claim that you are innocent ?" Calm and
tirm came the answer: "I am innocent." A
brief pause and then Capt. Cunningham put
the question: "And do you believe iu our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, ami believ¬
ing iu Him, do you assert that you are in
nocent, knowing that you must answer be
fore Oed*?'' "I can say that I am innocent,"
was all tbe pri-ouer replied to this solemn
interrogation.
To a question by a reportor to Rev. Dr.

Hatcher, Cluverius's spiritual adviser, if ho
thought Ciuverius was guilty, Dr. Hatcher
replied, "I have never said, and surely at
this time it would be strange for me to com¬
mit myself to that view. I have no wish to
add to the frenzied excitement which now
tills so many hearts. The poor young man
is dead and beyond the reach of humuu
sympathy. My opinion is of little worth,
but I knew him as no other man did during
his prison life, and while I do not wish to
discuss the matter, I must be candid enough
io say that I am far from being convinced
that be merited the shameful death to
which he has come." To the query ''Did he
make any confession or give any hint of it?"
Dr. Hatcher replied : "Not one word, and
nothing occurred which suggested to me

that he was struggling to keep back any
secret. When the newi came that the Gov¬
ernor would not interfere I was left alone
with him in the cell, and as soon as tbe
door wa3 shut we knelt in prayer. He arose

calmly and talked freely as to his end. I
told him that all earthly hope was dead.and
that death was at hand. I told him that
was tho last moment when we could be to¬
gether alone, and if there was anything that
iic had to say there must he no delay. He
said that there was nothing. He had made
his statement and had no motive for chang¬
ing it."
The Richmond Times says ''The law baa

been satisfied. Ciuverius has paid its full
penalty, but it is fervently hoped that never

;;^:iin in Richmond will any man be con

victed in obedience io public clamor, cr one

executed against whom the death sentence
had virtually been pronounced before n jury¬
man look hi j seat in the jury box."
Before Clnverius's body wa3 cold the

book written by him entitled, "Ciuverius
My Life Trial and Conviction, by Thomas
J. Ciuverius," was on sale, both on the
streets and in the book stores. It is a well
written volume, covering 112 pages. Among
other things, he says :

"It may be a natural inquiry with the read¬
er of these few lines as to what are my feel¬
ings toward the girl with whose death I am
charged. I havo been represented as a

bloodthirsty fiend, with the cruelty ol a

tig< r and tho cunning of a serpent, but it is
certainly not iu my heart to blacken her
memory. It is true I am to sutler innocent
ly for her, but she is not responsible for it
and has in no way contributed to it. Her
fate was sad enough, and although I have
been charged again and again with shock¬
ing indifference to her sickening death, the
charge has not been true. I have felt as all
those who have hearts have felt, that her
death was pitiably, inexpressibly sorrowful,
but those who thought me guilty naturally
look for some tragic and dramatic exhibi¬
tion cf regret at her death. Conscious of
entire freedom from complicity in ber death
and having no specially intimate relations,
¦ruch as would have been forced and unna

tural, I felt regret at her death intensified
by the evidence cf ber previous fall ; the
same regret that others similarly related to
her felt. As I was not her murderer, I did
not feel like her murderer, and therefore
did not act as her murderer. Nothing short
of this, however, would have satisfied these
who looked on inc- as her assassin."
In the chapter about the watch key. after

discrediting the idea of Joel being able to

identify it ni his property, he closes as fol¬
lows :
"But with all this I have nothing to do.

Suffice it to say that my solemn declaration
in the light of eternity is that this watch
key, which has been called the pivotal evi
dencc in the case and which seems to have
had so much weight with the Governor in
deciding him ncainst executive interference,
w.*.s never mine and was never seen by me
until this trial began."
With reference to aconfe?tiou. he says :

Judging from tho newspaper paragraphs
there is considerable anxiety that I shall
"confess." I did not see F. L. Madi-on
during the day and the night of tbe 13th of
March. This is all the confession I have to
make.

VIRGINIA NEWS.
Junins Lamb, a lending citizen of James

City county, died yesterday.
The drowned seamen of the wrecked ship

Elizabeth were buried at Norfolk to day.
John S. Wise, who is in New York, says

he will work for Sherman's nomination for
the presidency.
Hon. J. Randolph Tucker is mention?d as

the possible successor of Judge Cartter on
the District of Columbia bench.
The Ladies' Shakesperian Club of War-

renton will give a dramatic; entertainment
at an early day in aid of tho Dr. John A.
Chiltcn monument fund.
The total amount of revenue collected by

the oyster inspectors in Accomac county
during the first quarter of the season U
$2,335 54, of which tho State receive>
?2,045.S0.
Yesterday morning all tho strikers at

Newport News were ready and anxious to
go to work. They reported for duty, and
were set to work as usual. The troops re¬
turned to Richmond yesterday evening.
Hon. Geo. E. Bowden, Congressman elect

from the Norfolk district, says that hi? tirst
wo»k on taking bis seat will he to offer a
bill to pensiou the widows»of the life savers
who perished nt the wreck of the Elizabeth
last Saturday.
William A. Payne ^vns yesterday appoint

ed keeper of the life saving station at Little
Island, to succeed Abel Belange, who was
drowned January 8 in attempting to rescue
the crew of th« wrecked ship Elizabeth.
Payne was formerly keeper at the station at
False Cape.

Court ok Appeals Yesterday..Nob
let vs. Davies & Co. and a!s. Argued by
John U. Lewis, esq , and R. G. H. Keau,
e?q., for appellees, and Major Jnhu W.
Daniel fur appellant.
"A Mitch in time saves niue." A bottle

of Dr. Hull's Cough Syrup saves large doc¬
tor's bills.
"Kings may be b e t," but Sam was glo¬

rious. O'er u' the ills o' ifa victotious. He
iode to town his tiiver spent, for Salvation
Oil, the iinimeut. :

Mr. Munford'sLetter.
To the editor of the Alexandria Gazette :

Mr. Munford'a letter is a valuable and
statesmanlike paper.up toacertain point,but
he lorgets, as many others do, that the policy
of legislative obstruction to the usa of con-

pons is not only perfectly understood, but

expressly reprobated and denounced by the

Supremo Court of the United States.
His object avowedly is to coerce tbe old

bondholders into funding in Riddlebergers.
Let us see what the highe.-t court in the
laud says on that subject, in Poindexter es.

Greenhow.
"Indeed it is quite manifest, from the face

of the laws themselves, that they are to¬

gether but rarts of a larger whole. By au

act of the General Assembly of Virginia,
passed February 14. 1SS2, the legislature re¬

spited the account between '.he State and i;-
creditors, on a basis of readjust neut, which
reduced it to the sum of $21,035,377.15. in-
eluding interest in arrears to July 1st IS82,
which was thereby declared tobe her equit-
able share of the debt of the old and entire
State, and on which it wa3 also declared
that the J'tate was not able to pay intere»t
fjr the future at a larger rate than three
per cest.per aunum. The outstanding debt
of which this was a reduction, was then
classified and bonds of the State were au¬
thorized to be issued, bearing interest at
tho rate of three per cent.per annum, in ex¬

change for outstanding bonds of the differ¬
ent classes, scaled at rates of fifty-three per
cent., sixty per cent., sixty-nine per cent.,
sixty-three per cent., and as to one class, as

high as eighty percent, which were to be
returned and cancelled. The coupons on

the new bonds were not made re-
cievable iu payment of taxes. To
coerce creditors holding bonds issued
under the- act of March 30th. 1S71, to exchange
them for these new bonds at these reduced rates,
and with thc-m to give up their security for the
payment of interest arising out of the recelvabil-
ity of coupons in payment of taxes, is the evident
purpose of the acts of January 26th, 1882; and of
March 13th, 1884, and all together form a single
scheme, the undisguised object of which is to en¬
able the State to rid itself of a considerable por¬
tion of its public debt, and to place the remainder
upon terms to fiiit its own convenience without
regard to the obligation it owes to its creditors;
The whole legislation, in all its parts, as to cred¬
itors affected by it and not consenting to it, muat
he pronounced null and void."
This language speaks for itself.

Sam l D. Davies.
Richmond, January 13th.

XKWS OF THE DA V.
The B. «fc O. has marketed a $2,500,000car

trust loan.
The Governor of Herat has been summon¬

ed to Cabul to answer charges of secretly
favoring Russia.
The Archbishop of Paris has presented to

the Pope an autograph letter and a gift
of diamonds from tbe Sultan of Turkey.
The international yacht race has been ar¬

ranged to take place some time iu Juue, tbe
vessels to sail around the I'aited Kingdom.
The Senate yesterday, after a long ses¬

sion, passed the interstate commerce bill by
a vote of 4.1 to 10, and then adjourned until
Monday.
A committee of Baltimore tobacco manu¬

facturer? visited Washington yesterday and
presented a petition asking for the abolition
of the internal revenue tax on tobacco.
W. S. Leigoti, of Anderson, S. C, died

suddenly yesterday morning of heart riis
ease al the Planters' Hotel at Augusta, Ga.
He was present at a dinner given by one of
the citizens of Augusta the previous night,
and was the last of thirteen who took bis
seat at tho table.

A Boy Burned.A twelve-year-old ton
of William Hickman, residing on the sea¬
side of Accomac, wu? kindling tire in a
stove with kerosene oil, several days ago,
when the can exploded, scattering tbe burn
ing oil over tho boy's clothing nnd wrap¬
ping him in a sheet of flame. He rushed
out of tbe house into tbe barnyard, where
his father caught him and threw him in a

ditch filled with snow and water, and thus
extinguished the flames, but not until the
boy was horrible burned about tbe face, arms
and breast. His clothes were burned al¬
most to a crisp, and his suffering has been
intense, and his chances for recovery are
considered very slender.

The three thousand coal handlers who
have struck, have raised tbe price of coal,
not only to their own households, but to
three hundred thousand other people, most
of whom are poorer than they are.

MONETARY AND COMMERCIAL
New Yoek, Jan. 15..Theopeuiug of the stock

market was decidedly weak this morning, de¬
clines from last evening's liual prices ranging
from hi to "s per ceut. generally, while Rich¬
mond and West Point wss down l*i>, hut in very
few other stocks did the price go balow the cpeu-
iug. The trading was very active, and prices t>c-
eamc strong immediately, and advances from the
lowest figures were from '4 to -'"a in the general
list, Richmond aud West Point gaining 2 \. The
market then «itiieted down and reacted slight
fractions, and at 11 o'clock was moderately ac¬

tive and again firm. Money easy at 3a4.

New Yoek, Jan. 35..The weekly statement of
the associated hanks issued to-day shows tho fol¬
lowing changes :

Reserve, increase. $3,825,125
Loans, decrease. 411,600
Specie, increase. 2578.S0O
Legal tenders, increase. 2,258,5< 0
Deposits, increase. 1,018.700
Circulation, decrease. 24,600
The banks now hold In excess of the
25 per cent, rule. l~i,011.bOO

Bai.hmobe, Jan. 15..Virginia 6s consolidated
i 1 j psst-duc coupons l>3 ; do 10 -103 42 do new

bid to-day.
Alexandria Market, January 15..The of¬

ferings of Flour are liberal, and while thu mar¬

kets are quiet, there is no change to report in
prices. Wheat is fairly a.-tive for the h.st grades
of milling, but common and medium luts are

weak and easy in sympathy with futures, which
are a^aiu bearish intone and a fraction lower.
Corn is steady. Rye- and Oata are firm. Produce
is in more liberal supply, but without quotable
change.

Rai.tjmoke, Jan. 14..Cotton .joint; middling
9 i-'iour ijuiet, with Patapsco löt: per bbl off.
Wheat.Southern ea*y and quiet; Western lower
and quiet: Southern red ü-iaiJS; do amber 'Jo&'.Hi
No2Wes ern winter red spot Di^d^q; Ftb
92%a92% -. Mar 92*4*93: May 95^a95^. Corn
.Southern steady and quiet; Western firmer and
inirJy active ; Southern white 46*47 do yellow
I5a47; Western mixed spot 46%: Jan 46%a M
47; Feb 4«;^1h-16'\4 ; March 4tJa4a4b'~.: steamer <

46^a46^§ Oats steady Southern 34a3S W. -.t- <
era white 37a39; do mixed .'15a36 Penua-'Ila'
38. Rye stendy and qui«t at 57a5!». Provisions
quiet and steady. Eggt lower at 28. Coff >¦ low
er and dull: Rio cargoes ordinary to fair 14%*
15'^. Whiskey quiet at $1 23ai 24. other ar¬

ticles unchanged
Chicago, Jan. 15..11 a. m..May Wheat I

opened %c higher this raornine at 6SH1 on firm.-r I
cables, fell otl'aeaiu to 84%, rose to 853y and is 1
now qu. ted at 8ö'j. May Corn 41^4. May Oats I
30%. May P^rk $12 ö'J'.j. May Lard $Ü 70. I

- C
New Yoek, Jan. 35 Cotton quiet and steady ; (

uplands 9%; Orleans 911-16; future* steady.
Fiuur qu'et and unchanged. Wheat better. Corn
un.-bai.ged. Pork iteady at $12 75. Lard Srsa t

it 7o. j \

To-day's Proceedings ol Congress.
Washington, Jan. is, ljjs;

senate.
The Senate was not in session today

having adjounud yesterday til! Monday.
house.

Mr. Crisp, of Georgia, presented the con¬
ference report on the interstate commerce
hill, stating that he did not do fo for the
purpose ofasking for action upon it at tbi-
time, but in order that it might be printed
in the Becord and in bill form. Tl.i-
ordered, and Mr. Crisp gave notice that be
would call up the report at an early day.
Mr. Breckinridge, of Arkansas, from the

committee on trays:and means, repotted a

bill for the consolidation of customs dis¬
tricts.
Mr. Scott, of Pennsylvania, from the com.

mittee on coinage, weights and measures
reported back the Set ate bill for the retire¬
ment and re-coinage of the trade dollar.
The House in Ihe morning hour, resumed

the consideration cf ihe resolution reported
by the committee on mines and mining, set-
ting apart Wednesday, January 19th, for
the consideration of business reported from
the committee.

An Inhuman Husband.
Chicago, Jan. 10..A Tim -. Wabash,

Ind., special says : John Tobin, who lives
uear Albion, quarreled with his wife last
uigbt and attempted to kill her with a Luge
knife. Tho woman pleaded for ber lift- and
John compromised by knocking her dt\vn
The blow rendered her senseless. Tobiu
picked up bis wife and carried her to the
track of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad
where he left her to be tun over by the lim¬
ited express, then nearly due. The ap¬
proach of the train brought back conscious¬
ness to the woman just in time to save her
life. She managed to crawl to Albion, half
a mile distant, where she told her story,
Tobin was arrested.

Murder and Suicide.
New Boston, III., January l5..James E,

Doughty shot his sweetheart, Bertha Bene¬
dict, aged IS years, through tbe temple and
left breast, Thursday night, killing her in¬
stantly. He then sent a bullet through bis
own head, causing instant death. Tbe
bodies were discovered lying in the .-now,

yesterday morning, and were removed to

the homes of friends. Both victims of tbe
awful deed were highly respected in the
community. Jealousy is supposed to have
been tho cause.

Buruiug ol'a Distillery.
Teure HAUTE,Iod.,Jan. 1Ü..At a o'clock

this morning tbe Terre Haute distillery was
found to be on lire. The building was con¬

sumed, and with it 65,000 gallons of high
wines and 20,000 gallons ot low w ines ami
rectified whisky. A large amount of rye,
malt and oats were in More : al-o ah tit

10,000 bushels ol corn. James Nugent,
watchman, is supposed to have been burned
in tbe flames, as he cauuot be found.

Fatal Accident.
New x"0BK, January 15..At 11 o'clock

to-day a scaffold on w hich three men wereat
work in the Equitable building, No. 120
Broadway, fell to tbe ground, and Daniel
Ford a workman, was killed ou the spot
Alexander Phillips, 17 years old, and John
Colligan, who w ere also ou tbe platform, re¬

ceived severe scalp wounds and were re¬

moved to the hospital.
Killed by an Insane Man.

MlDDLETOWN, Conn., January 15..Na¬
poleon B. Metcalf shot and killed a woman

named Fox at his home in this town lost
night. Her body v.t's found in Melcalfs
barn. Tbe woman was employed as a do
meat ic by Metcalf Metcalf has been arrest¬
ed and it is intimaed that his mind is un¬

sound.
Explosion.

Providence, B. I., Jan. 15..At 3:47
o'clock this morning an explosion occurred
at tbe generator cf the Bhode Islaud elec¬
tric lighting company, on Dyer street,
which killed one man and fatally inj red
another.

Life is not worth living if one eh:,
rheumatism and can': got Salvation Oil
Price '20 cts.
Cold piercing winds soldom fail to bring

on n cough, c »i«l, or boarseuees al this sea¬

son, and Dr. Bull's Cough Syrup should be
kept iu every bouse

ADVICE TO MO'l HEB
Mus. Whtslow's Soothing Sybop, for cbil-

Iron toothing, is tbe prescription of or.o of tho
best female nurses and physicians in tho United
States, aud bw been used for forty years with
uever-failiug success by millions of mothers for
their children. During tho process of teething
its value is inoalcnlabld. It relieves the h
from pain, cures dysentery and diarrhoea, gri] ii.
in tho bowels, and wind-colic By giving bealt
o the child it re-i:. tbe mother; Price 25 o nU i

Mttla, 4 ov5-lyi5i.WÄfl

LIST OF LETTERS.
The following is a list of the letters remaining iu
tbe Alexandria post* ulcc January 15.

'arsons calling tor letters will please tay theyari
advertised.

ldvertised letters, not called for within thirtj
days, will be sent to the dead letter office.

iUen, John H iHodge, Mrs Jane
Jailey, Harvey Jacobs, U n Sadie
Irown, A B Jennigi r. \V
Surra, Wm Johnson, Eliza
.'arrington. Sal I re I
,'arter, Richard (Knight. V..- Be£
!ampb?II. Miss Mary Lee, Emily
'arier. Bdiooi.d {Mealy,-Edward W

Andrew N " ton, W C, ¦'¦

llaiborne, II A Peai ion, Miss Magg e

.'laggett. Mrs Mary F. Page,Solomon
!olc. Srrpb-a > Robinson, George
Sobell, F J School, Mrs< ordelia
rapper, Mri Lena Smith. Wra
lunipp, Mrs K B ?trother, C
)avu», Mrs Clara F Thomas, George II
)avis. Miss Fannie rbomas Mrs Jane
lavi?. Mrs Joseph Tucker, W H
llliott, Mary Jane Waterbonse. Join
Inson, Mrs Catharine Wallace, J W
'airfax. Mamie Walker, Miss A L
enda, J L Webster. Mrs Emm*
'erguson. Miss Fannie Wells, H M
oley, Mi;s Li/.zie Wilson, John
arner, KL W!ls>n, Mrs Sarah
Ireen. Mrs Victoria [Wright, Mrs M tilds

W. W. HERB KT. P. M.

"CHILDREN'S KNIT MITS. from 12^ to 25c,
U de.:23 At AMuS B. SLAYMAKER'S,


